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What is claimed is: 

1. A method comprising: 

sending an upgrade package over a computer network; 
receiving the upgrade package -in a network device; and 
automatically upgrading internal software of a 

peripheral Vievice installed in the network device using the 

upgrade package . 

2. The methockof. claim 1 including recognizing the 
received packageXas an upgrade package based on information 
contained therein \ 

3. The method of clkim 1 including recognizing the 
received package based Vn a filename extension associated 
with the package. \ 

4. The method of claim 1 wherein automatically upgrading 
the internal software includes\ 

opening a communications coannel to the peripheral 
device; and \ 

updating the peripheral deviceXwith contents of the 
upgrade package . \ 

5 . The method of claim 4 wherein upgrading the peripheral 
device includes: \ 

setting the peripheral device to an upgrade mode; 
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rsing contents of the upgrade package into a format 
suitable rbsLthe peripheral device; and 

transferring, he parsed contents to the peripheral 
device . 



6. The method of claim 5 wherein setting the peripheral 
device to an upgrade mode includes Issuing a command to the 
peripheral device . 

7. The method of Xta^im B wherein setting the peripheral to 
an upgrade mode include^ erasing contents of memory in the 
peripheral device , 

8. 4he method of claim 1 including sending a message 
indicating success or failure of the upgrade to a source of 
the upgradeSpackage . 



9. A system comprising: 
a computer network; 

a network device coupled to the network; and 
a peripheral device ink^alled within the network 
device; 

wherein the network device comprises a processor 
configured to receive an upgrade package over the network 
and automatically upgrade the peripheralN^evice using the 
upgrade package. 
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e system of claim 9 wherein the processor is 
( configured to upgrade the peripheral device's internal 
software Vrith the package. 



5 11. The system of claim 9 wherein the network device is 
configured to\recognize the received package as an upgrade 
package based on information contained in the package. 

12. The system oi\ claim 9 wherein the network device is 
10 configured to recogkize the received package as an upgrade 
package based on a filename extension associated with the 
package . 



13. The system of claim\9 wherein the processor is 
15 configured to: 

open a communications ^hannel to the peripheral device; 

and 

upgrade the peripheral deyice with contents of the 
upgrade package. 

20 

14 . The system of claim 13 whereir^ the processor is 
configured to: 

set the peripheral device to an Upgrade mode; 

parse contents of the upgrade pacl^ge into a format 
25 suitable for the peripheral device; and 

transfer the parsed contents to the peripheral device 
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15. Th'bi s v stefluo f claim 14 wherein the processor is 
configured to set the peripK^rai^evice to the upgrade mode 
by issuing a command to the peripheral device . 

16. The sy§1^eflQof claim 14 wherein the peripheral device 
includes memory witn^<^pcation for storing the contents of 
the upgrade packages, and wherein the processor is 
configured to cause contents orSthe memory location to be 
erased prior to : the transfer of the parsed contents. 

17. \rhe system of claim 9 wherein the processor is 
configured to send a message indicating success or failure 
of the upgrade to a source of the upgrade package . 

18. An article comprising a computer-readable medium that 
stores computer\executable instructions for causing a 
computer system 

recognize a received package as an upgrade package 
intended for a periphes^l device installed in a network 
device; and 

automatically upgrade Ynternal software in the 
peripheral device using the upgrade package. 



19. The article of claim 18 including instructions for 
causing the computer system to recognize the received 
package as an upgrade package based oi\inf ormation contained 
in the package . 
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20. The article of claim 18 including instructions for. 
causing^ the computer system to: 

open\a communications channel to the peripheral device; 

and 

upgrade 6he peripheral device' with contents of the 
upgrade package, 

21. The article of cJsaim 20 including instructions for 
causing the computer system to: 

set the peripheral device to an upgrade mode; 
parse contents of the upgrade package into a format 
suitable for the peripheral devi\e ; and 

transfer the parsed contents £ta the peripheral device, 

22. The article of claim 21 including instructions for 
causing the computer system to issue a command to the 
peripheral device in order to set the peripheral device to 
the upgrade mode . 



23. The ,article>oj: claim 21 including instructions for 
causing the computer sy^tjem \j& erase a location in the 
memory of the peripheral deVgxie and subsequently transfer 
the parsed contents to the memo relocation. 
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24. Tl^e article of claim 18 including instructions for 
causing Vhe computer system to send a message indicating 
success oA failure of the upgrade. 

25. An apparatus comprising: 

a port foA coupling the apparatus to a network; 

a peripheral^ device installed in the apparatus; and 

a processor; \ 

wherein the processor is configured to receive an 
upgrade package through the port and automatically upgrade 
internal software of theSjperipheral device using the . upgrade 
package . \ 

26. The apparatus of claim 25L wherein the processor is 
configured to recognize the received package as an upgrade 
package based on information contained therein. 

27. The apparatus of claim 26 whereYn the processor is 
configured to recognize the received package based on a 
filename extension associated with the package. 

28. The apparatus of claim 25 wherein the V> roces sor is 
configured to: \ 

set the peripheral device to an upgrade mbde; 
parse contents of the upgrade package intoXa format 
suitable for the peripheral device; and \ 

transfer the parsed. contents to the peripheral ctevice . 
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29. ' The^aprjaratus of claim 28 wherein the processor is 
configured to issue""S^GQcrmand to cause the peripheral device 
to enter the upgrade mode. ^"^^-^^^ 

30. The apparatus c^^n^cI aim 28 wherein the processor is 
configured to erase conlten^so^ location in memory in the 
peripheral device in order to s^t the peripheral device to 
the upgrade mode . 
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